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Korean

Introduction

Korean is the official language of both North and
South Korea. It’s also spoken widely in neighboring
Yanbian, China. Worldwide, Korean is spoken by
some 78 million people. Korean has several dialects,
of which two are standard: Seoul, spoken in South
Korea, and P'yongyang, spoken in North Korea. In
addition, there are approximately seven regional
dialects. All dialects, except that spoken on the Jeju
Island, are mutually intelligible. This course teaches
the Seoul dialect of South Korea.

The Korean Alphabet

The Korean script, called Hangul, was invented
in 1443 under the reign of King Sejong. Until then,
Chinese characters were used by the upper classes,
and Idu letters, a kind of Chinese-based Korean
character system, by the populace. The system
created by King Sejong and his scholars is still in
use today.

The Korean alphabet is phonetic. It consists of
ten vowels, eleven vowel combinations, fourteen
consonants, and five double consonants. As
in English, the letters of the Hangul alphabet
represent individual sounds. Letters that have
similar sounds also have similar shapes, making
them easier to learn.
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Korean Korean
The Korean Alphabet (continued) Lesson Eighteen
A chart of the Korean alphabet follows. This is 1. SHdskA|e?
given for your information only — you will not need 2. IR7F =54
to refer to the chart to do the Readings, as all the oy
instruction is contained on the CD. 3.0, 2
4. A3 =400
VOWELS 5. ], 7AYo}
7] =] Py 74] JCJ)_{?
Vowel | Romanization Sound 0. T;‘ ;}}ﬂ] 03 Kol e
i a a as in father e SR
. 8. ALY
F ya ya as in yacht R
L €o 0 as in song 9. A= &2FE AL
al ==
3 yeo yo sound between 10. 1% _L}F °l.
young and yawn 11. ?F33] 7HAl Q.
. 0 o as in home 12. ?F33] AAS.
AL yo yo as in yoke
T u u as in tune
T yu yu as in you
— eu u as in put
| i i as in ski
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Korean Korean
Lesson Seventeen The Korean Alphabet (continued)
1. o+ VOWEL COMBINATIONS
2. %3
N Vowel Romanization Sound
3. A ,
_ o H ae between the a in sat
4. oFF Alddl 2 and the e in set
5. 4 ¥ H yae ye as in yeah
6. 24 A= al e e as in set
7. W5 il ye ye as in yes
8. FHgolda 1} wa wa as in wander
9. o] 3 Jﬂ wae we as in wet
10. o}o]So] A | 9l Q 1 oe wa as in wait
11. 2 AFE 9ol e T weo wo as in won
12. Y =A20 | we sounds like way
Tl wi sounds like we
- ui combination of 0o
in moon, but shorter,
followed by ee in
bee, but shorter
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Korean

The Korean Alphabet (continued)

Korean

Lesson Sixteen

CONSONANTS
Consonant | Romanization | Sound

-1 k between a k and a
hard g

L n n

== t between ¢ and a d

= 1,1 between an / and an
7 sound

H m m

H p,b between a p and a b

N S, sh s; before an ee
sounds more like s/

o silent, ng silent at beginning
of syllable; at end of
syllable sounds like
the ng in sing

AN ch, j between a j and a ch

= ch’ ch with extra air

= k’ k with extra air

E t’ ¢t with extra air

3L p’ p with extra air

© h’ h as in hat

Ptk ek ek ek ek
A el

A T A o e

27
9%
%)
44
o)
ﬂ
e
9171
99
3 Q

i

N
==

Ruipsi e
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Korean Korean
Lesson Fifteen The Korean Alphabet (continued)
1. $te DOUBLE CONSONANTS
2. Fv]
3. RL Consonant | Romanization |Sound
4. EAt} Tl kk tense k/ g
5. "R} Tt tt tense 1/ d
6. #AZ HH pp tense p/ b
A ss sharp s
7.
. A Jj tense j / ch
8. 9
9.
10. 9% The Korean Syllable
1.

The basic unit of written Korean is the syllable. All

_.
-

. ?j' Korean words can be viewed as blocks of syllables.
13. W3] Each syllable block is like a square of a fixed size.
14. 7233t There are two basic syllable blocks: consonant-
15. Y7t vowel, and consonant-vowel-consonant. The way
6. el letters are arranged in a syllable block depends

upon the vowel in the syllable. Vowels can be
seen as being horizonal, vertical, or a combination
of both. Korean syllable blocks follow four basic
rules. Understanding these rules makes it easier to
recognize letters in a syllable, and thereby to read
Korean. Here are the rules:
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Korean Korean
The Korean Syllable (continued) Lesson Fourteen
Consonant - Vowel Syllables 1. Frse?
. . 2. Qmh
Rulf: 1: There are nine “vertical vowels” that stand 3. 3wk
upright. They are:
4. B9
S R R D R B 5 AE
= A
A vertical vowel is written to the right of the & :}\1
consonant. 7. 8
8. A4
Al A
consonant vowel 9. A%
10. =%
Al
Example: -(n) + F(a) = 1 (na) 1. oA
12. 3ol

>
3!
!
Y,

Rule 2: There are five “horizontal vowels.” They
are:

=
i
By
N
N

T

[
9]

)
e

2!

Horizontal vowels are written below the consonant. 16. &%
17. A4d

Consonant 18. =A%

Vowel 19. %t}

s}

Example: & (h) + - (0) = &
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Korean
Lesson Thirteen
1. =g
2. 37}
3. AA
4. A}
5. mh
6. ofm
7. Mo
8. HpwA
9. g
10.
11. ol
12. fo]H
13.  stol¢llo]
14. HET o]
15. W}
16. ¥4

Korean

The Korean Syllable (continued)

Rule 3: There are seven “combination vowels”
that have characteristics of both the horizontal and
vertical vowels. They are:

4 4 4+ A A A A

With these vowels, the initial consonant is written in
the upper left-hand corner of the imaginary block.
The vowel then appears both to the right and below.

| Consonant |

Vowel

Example: O (silent) + 1} (wa) = £}
Consonant — Vowel — Consonant Syllables

Rule 4:  With three-character syllables, the
arrangement of the initial consonant and vowel is the
same as just shown. The final consonant is simply
placed below or on the bottom. See the illustrations
on the next page:
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Korean Korean
The Korean Alphabet (continued) Lesson Twelve
(a) Vertical vowels: 1. g
=
Consonant | Vowel I
3. 9
Final Consonant 4. 1}
_ 5. oA
Example: & (h)+ } (a)+ - (n)= &t 6 oA
(b) Horizontal vowels: 7. F$
8. ¥
Consonant -
9. H
Vowel 10. T
1. #L
Final ‘j 9]
Consonant 12. '_]‘ ”
13. AL
Example: A (s)+ -I- (0) + '-(n) = <= (son) 14. 1o
71718
(c) Combination vowels: 15. 77k
16. A8=

Consonant |

Vowel

Final Consonant

Example: O (silent) + 1] (oe) + -(n) = ¢! (wen)

o
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Korean

Lesson Eleven

[ T R e e N )
©® NN R LD = o

W X RW N

et
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o &
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d4 do o o B B B & oq
b

Moo
RS

[e]
gl

o)
4

e

Rl

Al w8

Korean

The Korean Syllable (continued)

At first, “decoding” these blocks will take some
practice. Therefore, we recommend that you take
the Reading Lessons at your own pace, repeating
each until you feel comfortable proceeding to the
next. With a little effort, however, you will be
pleasantly surprised at how quickly you are reading
Korean -- and at how much fun it can be!
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Korean Korean
Lesson One Lesson Ten
1. & 1. A
2. F 2. AA?
3. 3} 3. &
4, - 4. duddQ?
5. 4 5. 7HA
6. St 6. ™
7. % 7.
g. 4t 8. W
9. | 9. T
10. Y 10. 4
11. 3] 11. <
12. 3l /3t 12. 7]
13. % 13. Y
14. d 14. ¥
15. 9%
16. kA2
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Korean Korean
Lesson Nine Lesson Two
1. =547} 1. 3
2. AAd 2. BF4
3. TAL 3.4
4. w9 4. 7}t
5. HAER 5. %
6. ZE8 6. 7t
7. Al opd 7. 3k3
8. A 8. &
9. Al 9. 4
10. 10. ©f
1. Al 11. ¢
12. 2 12. ot
13. A7]dQ 13. 3ttt
14. 14. A
15. & 15. Atk
16. = 16. At
17. 9 17. 71zt
18. Z7] 18. ¥tk
19. oty 19. Y=
20. A 20. $HZ}
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Korean

12
Korean
Lesson Three

1. 3Rzt

2. &Y

3. ©A

4. =

5. ©

6. Bt

7. &

g. #

9. W}
10.
1. #
12. kvt
13. 9]
14. At
15. AH=F
16. AHd]
17. &b
18. A

Lesson Eight
1. °}4
2. <9
3. HA
4. AA
5. Atk
6.
7. U
8. AL
9. SHAlL
10. &
11. &
12. T2
13. A%
14. 73
15. 78
16. Y=ol
17. 7
18. 7l
19. 2|
20. FUY7R?
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Korean

Korean

Lesson Seven

Lesson Four

1. 77T

2. 7FA

3. =¥

4. o}

5. 1

6. OF=

7. A&

8. o=

9. L
10. =
11. =/3F
12. ;2
13. ot
14. &
15. Hi
16. T
17. Ex%
18. A
19. &8
20. oty &

e e e e e T
e A e

Sl S S e

2]
=3
=
upA}
Ak
H

H
7h

2

=)

v}

Ak
=i

s

(
|
|

SR

ko & o

jud)
-
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Korean Korean
Lesson Five Lesson Six
1. ZA 1. o=
2. #HE 2. 94y
3. Al 3. %
4. T 4, W=
5. T 5, B
6. T 6. EE=
7. &F 7. &=
8. T 8. A+
9. F g ==
10. + 10. #
1. A 1. #A/ A
12. 12. =
13. A 13. A%
14. 4 4. =&
15. A7 15.
16. AF5H 16. F
17. A 17.
18. A& 18. 7FA
19. w3 19. 35
20. "= 20. Mk



